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1. INTRODUCTION 

Northern States Power Company-a Wisconsin Corporation (NSPW or Applicant), owns and 
operates the Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project (FERC Project No. 15055). The Gile 
Flowage Storage Reservoir Project (Gile Flowage or, Project) is located on the West Fork of the 
Montreal River in Iron County, Wisconsin and currently operates under a permit issued by the 
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. The purpose of the Project is to augment flow in the 
West Fork of the Montreal River during low flow periods for hydroelectric generation at 
NSPW’s two downstream projects, the Saxon Falls Hydroelectric Project (Saxon Falls) and the 
Superior Falls Hydroelectric Project (Superior Falls). Both downstream projects are licensed by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission). 
 
NSPW is in the process of applying for an original license from the FERC to continue to operate 
and maintain the Project. To obtain a License, NSPW must submit a Final License Application 
(FLA) to FERC no later than August 18, 2023. The FLA, in part, must include an evaluation of 
the existing recreational facilities associated with the Project along with any potential recreation 
enhancements. 
 
Gile Flowage is a 3,138-acre flowage located in northern Iron County, Wisconsin, (Figure 1-1). 
NSPW retains the right to draw down the flowage 15 feet from its normal full pool elevation 
(1490.0’). The Flowage features 26 miles of shoreline, numerous islands, and a maximum depth 
of 25 feet. The entire shoreline is encompassed within the proposed Project boundary.  
 
There are ample opportunities for fishing, wildlife viewing, and water sports on the Gile 
Flowage. The Project is a popular ice fishing, snowmobiling, and ATV destination during the 
winter. In summer, sportfishing, pleasure boating, and swimming are popular activities. Existing 
recreation facilities within the proposed Project boundary are shown in Figure 1-1 and described 
below. 
 
The goals of the 2022 Gile Flowage Recreation Study were to: 
 

• obtain a subjective assessment of recreation facility conditions and needed enhancements; 

• determine capacity of existing facilities to address current and future user demand; and  

• provide sufficient information for making recreation enhancement recommendations. 

The results of the Gile Flowage Recreation Study are presented herein and include the following 
items: 
 

• recreation counts based on the data collected in 2022; 

• recreation trends by activity and season; 

• a discussion of the adequacy of the recreational facilities in the project area to meet 
recreational demand; 

• recommendations to accommodate recreational needs in the project area. 
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Figure 1-1 Gile Flowage Recreation Survey Study Area. 
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2. METHODS 

This section describes the methods used to collect, summarize, and extrapolate the recreation 
data collected in 2022. Each subsection focuses on the different types of data and information 
collected. 
 
2.1 RECREATION INVENTORY 

An inventory of public and private recreational facilities on the Gile Flowage was created using 
maps and aerial images of the area, internet resources, and interviews. Section 3 describes each 
of the following public recreational facilities: 
 

• Gile Park 

• Gile Dam Canoe Portage 

• Sucker Hole Landing 

• Town of Pence Landing 

• County Hwy C Landing 
 
The recreation facilities were inventoried during one of the recreational use surveys using the 
forms attached as Appendix 1 to collect information on recreation amenities and capacity. The 
following types of information were recorded: 
 

1) The entity responsible for operation and maintenance of the recreation facility. 
2) Identification of whether the facility is a proposed project or non-project recreation 

facility. 
3) The seasons/hours of operation. 
4) The primary type(s) of recreation provided at the site. 
5) Existing sanitation facilities (if any). 
6) Type of vehicle access and parking capacity (if any). 
7) The presence and type (if any) of barrier-free facilities. 
8) The GPS location of the facility. 
9) The type and number of amenities at each site and their location in respect to the 

proposed Project boundary. 
10) Photographs of the recreation site, each amenity, each sign, the entryways to primary 

recreation sites from the main road(s), and any adverse impacts from the site on the 
resources, including shoreline erosion. 

11) The minimum water elevation adequate recreation use is observed for existing recreation 
features including boat landings, docks, piers, etc. 

 
2.2 FACILITY CONDITION ASSESSMENT 

The condition of each facility (including recreational wayfinding signs and interpretive signs) 
and its immediate vicinity were assessed during one of the site visits. Each facility was assigned 
a rating according to the following scale: 
 

1) Not Usable and Needs Replacement 
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2) Needs Repair 
3) Needs Maintenance or Cleaning 
4) Good Working Condition (does not need any attention) 
5) Facility Lacking; need to install facility or otherwise add enhancement (identify item) 

 
If a rating warranted additional attention, that specific item was noted on the form. 
 
2.3 RECREATION SPOT COUNTS 

When first arriving at each recreation site where recreation use surveys were collected, a spot 
count was conducted using the form enclosed in Appendix 1. The information was then 
statistically analyzed to develop recreational use figures which are summarized in Section 5.1 by 
season and type of activity. 
 
2.3.1 Evaluation of Existing Recreation on Undeveloped Islands 

There are 43 undeveloped islands within the proposed Project boundary (Figures 2-1 and 2-2). 
Recreation activities occurring on privately owned islands were not evaluated as part of this 
study. Islands owned by either the Applicant or public were evaluated for existing recreational 
use during the July 4th holiday weekend, when use was expected to be higher. During the 
assessment, the surveyors examined each island for evidence of recreational use including the 
beaching or mooring of boats, shore fishing, picnicking, and camping. The location of any 
erosion caused by recreation access and any recreational user-developed facilities present (i.e., 
fire pits, campsites, signs) was also documented. The type of recreation access, existing user-
developed facilities, and recreation-caused erosion sites are summarized in Section 3. Recreation 
spot counts and recreation surveys were also conducted on each island that had recreationists 
present at the time of the survey. 
 
2.4 RECREATION USE SURVEY 

Recreation use surveys were conducted at each of the recreation sites listed in Section 2.1. The 
surveys lasted a minimum of two hours per site and were conducted between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Surveys were completed on a rotating schedule to avoid them from being 
conducted at the same time of the day and to account for time-of-day use patterns. The survey 
instrument included in Appendix 1 was administered to gather opinions about the existing 
recreation facilities and opportunities. The surveyor recorded the number of people in a party, 
their primary reason for visiting the site, their perception of level of use, and their opinions with 
regard to the amount and types of recreation opportunities offered within the proposed Project 
boundary. The recreation use surveys were conducted according to the following schedule in 
Table 2-1.The recreation surveys provided the information necessary to determine the use at each 
site as well as use overall for Gile Flowage. In addition to current recreational use, these data 
were combined with 2020 United States Census Bureau data on local population growth to 
examine projected use of the Gile Flowage recreational resources as it relates to capacity. 
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Figure 2-1. Undeveloped Islands, Gile Flowage (north)  
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Figure 2-2. Undeveloped Islands, Gile Flowage (south)  
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Table 2-1. Recreation Use Survey Schedule. 

Survey 

Month/Season 
Recurrence Interval 

May Two randomly selected weekend days.  
Two randomly selected non-holiday weekend days. 
One day during Memorial Day weekend. 

June Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected weekend days. 

July Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected non-holiday weekend days. 
One day during July 4th weekend.  

August Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected weekend days. 

September Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected non-holiday weekend days. 
One day during Labor Day weekend. 

October Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected weekend days. 

January Two randomly selected weekdays. 
Two randomly selected weekend days. 
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3. DESCRIPTIONS OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AT GILE FLOWAGE 

The public recreational facilities listed in the approved study plan are described below along with 
a discussion of their use and adequacy. Facility locations are depicted in Figure 1-1.  
 
3.1 GILE PARK 

Gile Park Landing is located on the north end of the flowage just east of the Gile Dam (Figure 1-
1). The landing provides a two-lane concrete boat ramp with a courtesy pier located between the 
lanes. The parking lot can accommodate up to eight vehicles with trailers and up to four vehicles 
without trailers. The park also includes a picnic area with tables, fireplace, drinking water, 
pavilion, restrooms, changing rooms, playground facilities, a swimming beach, and shoreline 
fishing. The facility is owned and maintained by the City of Montreal. 
 
3.2 GILE DAM CANOE PORTAGE 

The Gile Dam is located immediately west of Gile Park (Figure 1-1). The canoe portage take-out 
is located just east of the dam spillway. Upon disembarking, paddlers cross over the low rise of 
the earthen dam approximately 115 feet to the downstream put-in on the West Fork of the 
Montreal River. There is no designated parking besides Gile Park and along Park Street and 
Nimikon Avenue. The canoe portage is open year-round and accessible 24-hours per day. The 
canoe portage is maintained by NSPW. 
 
3.3 SUCKER HOLE LANDING 

Sucker Hole landing is located on the south end of the Project reservoir near the mouth of the 
West Fork of the Montreal River (Figure 1-1). The landing serves as a low water access point 
and provides a single-lane boat ramp composed of concrete planks with a gravel driveway and 
parking lot. The parking lot can accommodate up to four vehicles with trailers with additional 
parking along the access road. A kiosk provides information about invasive species and fishing 
regulations. The landing is open year-round and accessible 24-hours per day. Sucker Hole 
landing is owned and maintained by Iron County. 
 
3.4 TOWN OF PENCE LANDING 

The Town of Pence landing, also known as Spring Camp landing, is located on the west 
shoreline, midway along the reservoir (Figure 1-1). The landing consists of a single lane concrete 
boat ramp with a gravel parking area along the shoulder of Spring Camp Road. The parking area 
can accommodate up to two vehicles with trailers. A kiosk provides information about invasive 
species and local fishing regulations. The landing is open year-round and accessible 24-hours per 
day. The landing is owned and maintained by the Town of Pence. 
 
3.5 COUNTY HIGHWAY C LANDING 

The County Highway C Landing is located on the west side of the highway along the east side of 
the reservoir, approximately 0.5 miles south of the intersection of County Highway C and Knight 
Road (Figure 1-1). The landing features a two-lane boat ramp composed of concrete planks and a 
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courtesy pier between lanes. The landing also provides a large gravel parking lot capable of 
accommodating 15-20 vehicles with trailers. The landing is open year-round and accessible 24-
hours per day. The County C landing is owned and maintained by Iron County. 
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4. RESULTS OF RECREATION INVENTORY AND CONDITION ASSESSMENTS 

4.1 GILE PARK 

Condition of Amenities 
 
The condition of all Gile Park amenities as described in Section 3.1 was assessed as being in 
good working condition in 2022. Photographs (1-30) of the amenities are included in Appendix 
2. Information on the minimum water elevation necessary for adequate recreation use is shown 
in Table 5-12. 
 
Parking 
 
The Gile Park parking lot is a paved with parking for eight vehicles with trailers and an 
additional five vehicles without trailers. One vehicle without a trailer parking stall near the 
southwest portion of the parking lot, near the restrooms, is designated as handicap.  
 
Signage 
 
Signage at Gile Park includes regulation (e.g., fishing limits, invasive species removal, launch 
fee), directional, and interpretive signs. The signage in the park was considered to be in good 
condition during 2022. However, there are no signs directing people on approach to the park in 
Gile or on the highway.  
 
4.2 GILE DAM CANOE PORTAGE 

Condition of Amenities 
 
The Gile Dam Canoe Portage amenities described in Section 3.2 were evaluated as being in need 
of maintenance. Photos 31 through 54 of Appendix 2 depict the amenities at the Gile Dam Canoe 
Portage. 
 
Parking 
 
While individuals have been observed parking in front of the Gile Dam access gate, there are no 
designated parking spaces for the Gile Dam Canoe Portage, however, the site is immediately 
adjacent to Gile Park and vehicle parking is available there as well as along Park Street and 
Nimikon Avenue. 
 
Signage 
 
Canoe portage signage consists of a sign identifying the waterbody as Gile Flowage as well as a 
directional sign upstream of the dam that guides paddlers to the take-out. The take-out is 
immediately east of the spillway. While the existing signage is in good condition, a lack of 
directional signage for paddlers resulted in a “in need of maintenance” rating. 
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4.3 SUCKER HOLE LANDING 

Condition of Amenities 
 
The Sucker Hole Landing amenities described in Section 3.3 were assessed as being in good 
condition during 2022. Photographs 55 through 66 of Appendix 2 depict the amenities at the 
facility. The Sucker Hole Landing is also known as the Low Water Landing on a boat landing 
map provided by Friends of the Gile Flowage. Information on the minimum water elevation for 
adequate recreation use is shown in Table 5-12. 
 
Parking 
 
The Sucker Hole landing parking lot is unpaved with room for four vehicles with trailers. There 
are no designated parking spaces. 
 
Signage 
 
The Sucker Hole landing signage consists of regulation (e.g., fishing limits, invasive species 
removal) and interpretive signage in or adjacent to a kiosk. All current signage was deemed in 
good condition. However, the signage was assessed as being in need of maintenance because a 
lack of directional signage from Spring Camp Road makes it difficult to locate the boat launch. 
 
4.4 TOWN OF PENCE LANDING 

Condition of Amenities 
 
The amenities at the Town of Pence landing, as described in Section 3.4, were assessed as being 
in good condition during 2022. Photographs 67 through 76 of Appendix 2 depict the amenities at 
the facility. As shown in Table 5-12, the minimum water elevation for adequate recreation use is 
lower than the County Highway C Landing. 
 
Parking 
 
There are no designated parking spaces at Town of Pence landing, but the available space can 
accommodate two vehicles with trailers. Occasionally, vehicles with or without trailers park on 
the shoulder of Spring Camp Road.  
 
Signage 
 
All signage associated with the Town of Pence landing was rated as being in good condition. 
Signage includes directional signs located on Spring Camp Road from both approaches that 
notify motorists that they are approaching a public boat landing. Additionally, regulation and 
interpretive signage is provided in a kiosk that is adjacent to the boat ramp.  
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4.5 COUNTY HIGHWAY C LANDING 

Condition of Amenities 
 
The condition of the amenities at the County Highway C landing described in Section 3.5 was 
assessed as being in good condition during 2022. Photographs 77 through 90 of Appendix 2 
depict the amenities at the facility. Information on the minimum water elevation for adequate 
recreation use is shown in Table 5-12. 
 
Parking 
 
The County Highway C landing parking lot is unpaved with room for 20 vehicles with trailers. 
There are no designated parking spaces at the County Highway C landing. 
 
Signage 
 
Signage at County Highway C landing includes regulation, directional, and interpretive signs. 
The signs were considered to be in good condition during 2022. 
 
4.6 SUMMARY 

The existing amenities of the five surveyed recreation resources on Gile Flowage were generally 
rated as in good condition (Appendix 3). The two exceptions were associated with Gile Dam 
Canoe Portage and Sucker Hole landing. Both facilities received a rating of “in need of 
maintenance” due to a lack of directional signage. 
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5. SUMMARY OF RECREATIONAL USE 

5.1 SPOT COUNTS 

The 31 recreational surveys conducted at Gile Flowage between 23 January and 20 October 2022 
resulted in 155 spot count reports across the five surveyed locations. These spot counts observed 
297 vehicles and 420 users total (Tables 5-1 and 5-2, Appendix 4). The average spot count for 
the 31 surveys was 9.58 vehicles and 13.55 users per location. Gile Park was slightly higher than 
County Highway C landing in terms of both vehicle and user visits. These two facilities had spot 
counts that were substantially greater than the remaining three locations. 
 
Among the seven months surveyed, January had the fewest total and average visits by vehicle 
and recreational user (Tables 5-1 and 5-2). July had the highest number of vehicle counts but the 
greatest number of users observed was in August. Gile Park had the highest number vehicle 
counts in January, May, July, September, and October.  Gile Park also had the highest number of 
user counts in each month except June. County Highway C landing was highest for vehicle 
counts in June and August, and highest for user counts in June.  
 

Table 5-1. Recreational use based on vehicle spot counts, 

Gile Flowage (January, May-October 2022) 
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Month 

Average 
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Month 
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January 4 4 0 2 2 2 10 2.50 
May 5 19 0 10 1 14 44 8.80 

June 4 16 2 1 5 33 57 14.25 
July 5 39 0 2 8 24 73 14.60 
August 4 22 1 1 8 25 57 14.25 
September 5 24 1 3 3 10 41 8.2 

October 4 12 0 0 2 1 15 3.75 
Total 31 136 4 19 29 109 297 9.58 
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Table 5-2. Recreational use based on user spot counts, 

Gile Flowage (January, May-October 2022) 
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Total 
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Month 

Average 
by 

Month 
& No. 

Surveys 

January 4 4 0 2 2 2 10 2.50 
May 5 19 3 18 1 14 55 11.00 
June 4 16 2 2 5 33 58 14.50 
July 5 53 3 2 12 34 104 20.80 

August 4 43 3 9 16 42 113 28.25 
September 5 39 2 3 4 12 60 12.00 
October 4 16 0 0 2 2 20 5.00 
Total 31 153 50 36 42 139 420 13.55 

 
In addition to instantaneous site counts of vehicles and recreation users at each location, the spot 
count forms identified 11 specific recreational activities and one “other” category (Appendix 1). 
These activities ranged from ATV/Snowmobiling and various types of boating to 
hiking/jogging/walking and wildlife viewing. Recreation users were observed participating in all 
but one of the activities; bicycling. The majority of recreationist during the winter were listed 
under “other” and were all participating in ice fishing while from May to October, the primary 
activity of most visitors was boat fishing. 
  
5.2 RECREATIONAL USER INTERVIEWS 

This section provides a brief summary of the interviews with recreational users on the 
recreational facilities and opportunities on Gile Flowage (Appendix 5). The 31 recreational 
surveys conducted on Gile Flowage between January and October 2022 yielded 168 total users 
interviewed among the five locations (Table 5-3) 
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Table 5-3. Recreational use based on user interviews, 

Gile Flowage (January, May-October 2022) 
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Total 
by 

Month 

Average 
by 

Month 
& No. 

Surveys 

January 4 6 0 0 1 1 8 2.00 

May 5 15 5 9 3 16 48 9.60 

June 4 10 2 2 0 10 24 6.00 

July 5 12 0 1 6 10 29 5.80 

August 4 16 2 2 5 11 36 9.00 

September 5 11 1 2 2 1 17 3.40 

October 4 4 0 1 0  1 6 1.50 

Total 31 74 10 17 17 50 168 5.42 

 
Gile Park produced the most recreational user interviews followed by County Highway C 
landing while the fewest interviews were conducted at Gile Dam Canoe Portage. The most 
interviews by month were conducted in May, which also produced the highest average number 
of interviews per survey event. August yielded the second highest number of interviews and 
average number of interviews. 
 
Weekends produced more than twice the interviews compared to weekdays (Table 5-4).  
 

Table 5-4. Recreational use by type of day, 

Gile Flowage (January, May - October 2022) 

Season Month Weekday Weekend 

Winter January 3 5 

Spring 
May 19 29 

June 4 20 

Summer 

July 7 22 

August 9 27 

September 4 13 

Fall October 5 1 

Year 

Total 51 117 

# Days 14 17 

Ave. Per Day 3.64 6.88 
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Seasonally, the four surveys in January yielded eight interviews or two per event. Spring (May 
and June) collectively had 72 of the 168 total interviews and Summer (July, August, and 
September) produced 82 interviews. Fall (October) had 6 of the 168 total interviews. 
 
In terms of visit frequency, most respondents (137 or 81.5%) considered themselves regular 
visitors that visited three or more times per year.  
 

Table 5-5. Respondent Frequency of Visits to 

Gile Flowage (January, May - October 2022) 

Frequency of Visits Number of Responses. 

Regular 137 

Occasional 14 

Infrequent 6 

First 11 

Total 168 

 

Of the 168 respondents, 62.5% (n=105) were from immediately local zip codes (i.e., Ironwood 
49938, Hurley 54534, Montreal 54525, Pence 54550, and Iron Belt 54536) while 73% stated that 
they traveled less than 50 miles to visit Gile Flowage. Among those that traveled to the Gile 
Flowage area from more than 50 miles, 26% (n=43) stated they were staying the night and of 
those, 77% (n=33) were staying in a vacation or rental home. Among the respondents, 74% 
(n=125) stated they were going home after their visit.  
 
Recreational users were mostly represented as adult groups (41.7%) or individuals (32.7%) 
during the survey (Table 5-6). Family groups were a distant third. All group types except youth 
groups were observed at all five Gile Flowage recreation sites in 2022. 
 

Table 5-6. Type of recreational user group based on interviews, 

Gile Flowage (January, May-October 2022) 

User Group Type G
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Total by 

Type 

Individual 18 4 9 3 21 55 

Adult Group (over 21) 32 2 5 10 21 70 

Youth Group (under 21) 1 2 0 0 0 3 

Family (with children) 19 1 2 3 5 30 

Mixed Group (various groups and ages) 4 1 1 1 3 10 

Total 74 10 17 17 50 168 
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When eliminating individuals that briefly visited a recreation location (i.e., <10 minutes; n=6), 
the minimum duration spent in the Gile Flowage area was 10 minutes while the longest duration 
was approximately seven days. The longest duration stays in the Gile Flowage area occurred in 
January and September, with each skewing the respective monthly averages (Table 5-7). Most 
recreation visits lasted between one and six hours, however, both June and July posted mean visit 
durations slightly longer than six hours. 
 

Table 5-7. Respondent duration of visit to 

Gile Flowage (January, May - October 2022) 

Month 

Number 
of 

Interviews 
Number 
>1 Hour 

Number 
≤6 

Hours 

Average 
Duration 
(hh:mm) 

January 8 4 6 17:00 

May 43 30 36 3:07 
June 24 21 13 6:02 

July 28 23 23 6:49 

August 36 28 34 3:58 
September 17 10 15 12:09 

October 6 4 5 2:46 

Total 162 120 132  

 
Visitors were asked which of 10 activities they participated in during their visit. The most 
popular activities were boat fishing for 55% of the respondents followed by bank fishing for 26% 
(Table 5-8).   
 

Table 5-8. Activities during current visit to 

Gile Flowage (January, May - October 2022) 

Location 

Bank 

fishing 

 Boat 

Fishing  Boating  PWC  Picnic  Swim 

 Sight-

seeing  Hunt  Raft/Tube 

 Wildlife 

viewing 

County Hwy C Landing 7 41 10 1 2 3 9 4 2 7 

Gile Park 13 34 7 6 7 10 16 0 2 10 

Gile Dam 9 0 0 0 2 2 4 0 1 4 

Sucker Hole Landing 8 8 2 1 2 3 5 1 0 6 

Town of Pence Landing 6 9 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 3 

Total 43 92 21 10 14 19 36 6 6 30 

 
Respondents were also asked during which months they visited Gile Flowage in the past year 
and the activities they participated in during those visits. While the results suggest that Gile 
Flowage receives steady recreational visits through the year, spring and summer are the peak 
periods (Table 5-9).  
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Table 5-9. Visit to Gile Flowage during the past twelve months (2021-2022) 

Location Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

County Hwy C Landing 20 19 21 25 39 42 43 40 33 25 19 19 

Gile Park 33 33 36 40 58 54 53 54 52 40 36 34 

Gile Dam 4 4 6 8 9 9 8 7 8 7 4 5 

Sucker Hole Landing 8 9 9 14 16 15 15 14 12 13 9 9 

Town of Pence Landing 10 10 9 11 14 15 16 16 14 10 10 10 

Total 75 75 81 98 136 135 135 131 119 95 78 77 

 
Users responded to the question about their recreational activities in the past twelve months 
similarly to their current activities. Once again, boat fishing and bank fishing were the most 
common activities (Table 5-10).  
 

Table 5-10. Activities during visits to Gile Flowage over the past twelve months 

Location 

Bank 

fishing 

 Boat 

Fishing  Boating  PWC  Picnic  Swim 

 Sight-

seeing  Hunt  Raft/Tube 

 Wildlife 

viewing 

County Hwy C Landing 15 41 11 1 4 9 12 6 3 11 

Gile Park 29 43 17 9 12 21 22 3 3 15 

Gile Dam 10 5 1 3 3 4 5 0 1 4 

Sucker Hole Landing 8 12 3 2 3 5 6 4 0 7 

Town of Pence Landing 10 13 8 5 5 6 5 3 4 3 

Total 72 114 40 20 27 45 50 16 11 40 

 
In regard to the activity for which they participated in, respondents were asked to rate the 
following during their visit: safety, enjoyment, crowding, overall experience, and amenity 
condition for the activity that they participated in during their current visit as totally acceptable, 
acceptable, neutral, unacceptable, or totally unacceptable. Out of the 179 ratings provided for 
these categories, 168 (94%) were rated neutral or better and 85% were acceptable or totally 
acceptable.  
 
Likewise, visitors were asked to rate present or past activities at the five surveyed recreation 
locations as totally acceptable, acceptable, neutral, unacceptable, or totally unacceptable. Again, 
out of the 984 ratings provided, 952 (97%) were neutral or better and 89% were acceptable or 
totally acceptable.  
 
Lastly, visitors were asked to indicate if low water levels affected their current activities. 
Specifically, they were asked if low water was no problem (5), a small problem (4), neutral (3), a 
moderate problem (2), or a large problem (1). The average response for the eight rated concerns 
ranged from 4.20 to 4.87 (Table 5-11).  
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Table 5-11. Respondent Rating of  

Gile Flowage Low Water Impact 

Ability to: 
Number of 
Responses 

Average 
Response 

Swim safely 53 4.70 

Launch or take out boat 101 4.20 

Boat safely 108 4.39 

Use docks 93 4.25 

Shoreline fish 68 4.68 

Access shoreline 96 4.76 

Shoreline scenic quality 100 4.87 

Other 20 4.25 

 
When asked if low water had impacted their recreational experience, many responded that low 
water impacted their recreational experience in previous years but very few responded that low 
water was a problem currently. 
 
In addition to the low water question during interviews, water depth was measured from the end 
of the docks at both Gile Park and County Highway C landing as well as at the end of each 
landing. During each survey event, after the docks had been put in place at Gile Park and County 
Highway C landing, one depth measurement was recorded during the period when surveying the 
two locations and related to ramp depth. The dates and times of each measurement and 
corresponding ramp depth and Gile Flowage pond level are presented in Table 5-12. 
 
Given the change in depth 29 May versus 21 May, it is suspected that the Gile Park dock was 
moved between events. It appears water depth remain adequate for launching at Gile Park during 
the open water recreation season; however, launching may become difficult at County Highway 
C Landing in later months.  This is consistent with a comment received from a regular visitor to 
the County Highway C Landing on August 4, 2022. The visitor indicated that when the water 
level is too low at the County Highway C Landing, they use the other ramps, mainly the Town of 
Pence Ramp and the Gile Park Ramp. 
 
As described earlier in this report, the Sucker Hole Landing is also known as the Low Water 
Landing on a boat landing map provided by Friends of the Gile Flowage. However, the deepest 
portion of the concrete ramp is very shallow much of the open water season (Table 5-12). While 
individuals continue to utilize Sucker Hole Landing, other ramps remain deeper at lower pond 
levels, with Gile Park being the deepest.  
 
Respondents were asked to provide additional comments on the amenities, needs, or concerns 
with Gile Flowage. While several positive comments about the area were received, such as the 
fact that the shore is accessible for walking, or that fishing is good under low water, some 
comments included recommended improvements. The comments were organized into four main 
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categories: regulations, maintenance, new amenities, and low water. Table 5-13 briefly 
summarizes the comments. The most frequent comments received were in regard to the boat 
ramp and dock at County Highway C landing, the need for maintenance, repair, and replacement 
of the ramp and dock, as well as removal or marking of hazards near the boat landing. In 
addition, requests for trash receptacles and bathrooms at County Highway C landing were also 
popular. 
 

Table 5-12. Dock depth measurements, Gile Flowage (May-October 2022). 

Date  Recreation site  Time 
Depth 

(in) 

End of Ramp Depth (in) 

Pond 
Level 

Gile 
Park CTH C 

Pence 
Landing 

Sucker 
Hole 

5/8/2022 Gile Park 1355 36 42 30 30 9 1489.88 

5/11/2022 Gile Park 1649 39 
69 57 57 23 1489.86 

5/11/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1442 50 

5/20/2022 Gile Park 0700 38 
69 57 57 23 1489.95 

5/20/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1556 50 

5/21/2022 Gile Park 0931 38 
69 57 57 23 1489.85 

5/21/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0723 50 

5/29/2022 Gile Park 1126 51 
68 56 56 22 1489.85 

5/29/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0917 49 

6/4/2022 Gile Park 1350 49 
68 56 56 22 1489.66 

6/4/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1135 49 

6/7/2022 Gile Park 1553 51 
68 56 56 22 1489.62 

6/7/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1342 49 

6/18/2022 Gile Park 0700 38 
56 44 44 10 1489.46 

6/18/2022 County C Landing  1551 37 

6/27/2022 Gile Park 0917 30 
61 49 49 15 1489.03 

6/27/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0700 42 

7/2/2022 Gile Park 1140 30 
56 44 44 10 1488.85 

7/2/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0922 37 

7/7/2022 Gile Park 1344 36 
55 43 43 9 1488.74 

7/7/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1124 36 

7/23/2022 Gile Park 1548 31 
67 55 55 21 1488.26 

7/23/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1341 48 

7/24/2022 Gile Park 0700 33 
68 56 56 22 1488.22 

7/24/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1542 49 

7/29/2022 Gile Park 0918 38 
53 41 41 7 1488.03 

7/29/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0700 34 

8/4/2022 Gile Park 1128 31 
48 36 36 2 1487.87 

8/4/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0915 29 
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Date  Recreation site  Time 
Depth 

(in) 

End of Ramp Depth (in) 

Pond 
Level 

Gile 
Park CTH C 

Pence 
Landing 

Sucker 
Hole 

8/20/2022 Gile Park 1537 37 
54 42 42 8 1487.47 

8/20/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1308 35 

8/21/2022 Gile Park 1652 34 
47 35 35 1 1487.45 

8/21/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1412 28 

8/31/2022 Gile Park 0704 33 
46 34 34 0 1487.25 

8/31/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1135 27 

9/4/2022 Gile Park 0908 32 
43 31 31 -3 1487.22 

9/4/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0700 24 

9/6/2022 Gile Park 1124 31 
44 32 32 -2 1487.22 

9/6/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0914 25 

9/10/2022 Gile Park 1601 36 
42 30 30 -4 1486.80 

9/10/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1158 23 

9/25/2022 Gile Park 1548 31 
36 24 24 -10 1486.40 

9/25/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1340 17 

9/27/2022 Gile Park 0700 31 
36 24 24 -10 1486.40 

9/27/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1545 17 

10/2/2022 Gile Park 0908 30 
34 22 22 -12 1486.26 

10/2/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0700 15 

10/8/2022 Gile Park 1132 29 
34 22 22 -12 1486.16 

10/8/2022 County Hwy C Landing  0916 15 

10/18/2022 Gile Park 1335 28 
36 24 24 -10 1486.02 

10/18/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1121 17 

10/20/2022 Gile Park 1543 26 
34 22 22 -12 1486.02 

10/20/2022 County Hwy C Landing  1335 15 
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Table 5-13. Summary of comments received from interviews, Gile Flowage 

(January, May-October 2022), Subject (number of comments) 

Location Regulations Maintenance New Amenities Low Water 

Gile Park -Slot limit on walleye (1) 
-Eliminate launch fee (2) 

-Make ramp deeper (1) 
-Clean park (1) 
-Refill bathroom toiletries (1) 
-Pop machine eats money (1) 
-Dock higher above water (1) 

-Dog waste bag station (1) 
-Fishing pier (1) 
-Teeter totter (1) 
-Additional trash cans (1) 

-Keep water level high (1) 
-Impacts safe boating (1) 
-Impacts launching, loading 
boat (2) 

Gile Dam Canoe 
Portage 

  -Trash cans (1) 
-Electric barrier to keep fish in 
lake (1) 

 

Sucker Hole 
Landing 

 -Replace invasive spp. signs (1) 
-Repair ramp (1) 

-Add dock (1) 
-Bathroom (1) 

-Difficult to launch (2) 

Town of Pence 
Landing 

  -Add dock (2) 
-Difficult to launch no dock (1) 
-Bathrooms (1) 

-Causes a lot of problems (1) 
-Unsafe to navigate (1) 
-Impacts fishing experience, 
boating, launching, loading 
(4) 
 

County Hwy C 
Landing 

 -Resurface parking lot (4) 
-Widen/repair ramp (14) 
-Repair/replace dock (12) 
-Remove rocks/hazards (6) 

-Trash cans (5) 
-Bathrooms (7) 
-Solar lights (1) 

 

-Can’t launch (2) 
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5.3 ISLAND SURVEY 

Gile Flowage contains 43 islands throughout. During the 4th of July weekend, the islands were 
surveyed for past and active recreational use, other uses, and human caused erosion. A photolog 
of all islands is presented as Appendix 6. Of the 43 islands, 22 exhibited no sign of past or 
present recreational use (Table 5-14). Five islands had obvious landing areas, eight exhibited 
clear hiking trails, 13 had at least one fire ring, 11 showed signs of at least one camp, and several 
had trash. Island 2 had a duck blind while Island 42 has a memorial plaque fixed to a rock. Island 
15 is private property and was only viewed from the water. 
 
Given the rocky nature of many islands, erosion was limited. More often, the erosion that was 
observed was likely attributable to factors other than direct human impact (i.e., foot traffic, 
climbing, mooring, excavating, etc.). The only likely examples of human-caused erosion were 
observed on Islands 20 and 35, both of which were likely related to landing boats and foot 
traffic.  
 

Table 5-14. Island survey Gile Flowage, 4 July 2022 

Island 
No 

Sign Landing Trail 
Fire 
Ring Camp Trash Other 

Human 
Related 
Erosion 

Human Activity 
Photographs 

1 X       
 

 

2     X  
Duck 
Blind 

 
2, 3 

3 X       
 

 

4     X X  
 

16 

5  X X X X X  
 

18 – 21, 25 – 29 

6  X X X X   
 

33 – 35 

7 X       
 

 

8 X       
 

 

9 X       
 

 

10 X       
 

 

11 X       
 

 

12 X       
 

 

13   X X  X  
 

58, 59, 60, 62 

14   X   X  
 

65, 66 

15       Private 
 

67 – 69 

16 X         

Table 5-14 (Continued) 
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Island 
No 

Sign Landing Trail 
Fire 
Ring Camp Trash Other 

Human 
Related 
Erosion 

Human Activity 
Photographs 

17 X       
 

 

18      X  
 

82 

19 X       
 

 

20  X X X X   X 91 – 98 

21    X X   
 

102 – 106 

22 X       
 

 

23    X X   
 

110 – 114 

24 X       
 

 

25    X  X  
 

119, 120 

26    X  X  
 

124 – 126 

27   X X X   
 

129, 130 

28    X X   
 

133, 134 

29   X     
 

137 

30 X       
 

 

31 X       
 

 

32 X       
 

 

33 X       
 

 

34      X  
 

148 

35  X X X X   X 154 – 156 

36    X X   
 

159, 160 

37 X       
 

 

38 X       
 

 

39  X  X    
 

167 – 168 

40 X       
 

 

41 X       
 

 

42       Memorial 
 

174 

43 X       
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Spot counts were performed on all islands and the completed field data sheets are presented as 
Appendix 7. Active recreational activity was absent from all islands except Island 28. An 
individual camping on Island 28 (Photograph # 133) was interviewed on 2 July 2022. The 
individual had been camping there since 30 June 2022 and expected to leave on 4 July 2022. The 
person considered themselves to be a regular visitor and had traveled approximately 170 miles to 
Gile Flowage. This person has visited Gile Flowage at Gile Park and the islands, primarily in 
June, July, and October to partake in bank fishing, boat fishing, pleasure boating, personal 
watercraft, swimming, rafting/tubing, and camping, including the current trip. The individual 
gave four five ratings for all activities currently participating in and has done in the past. They 
also believed the low water caused no problem during the trip. The completed interview field 
form is presented as Appendix 8. 
 
5.4 PROJECTED USE 

Based on spot counts and user interviews, current recreational use among the facilities surveyed 
was low to moderate among the survey dates and varied among the five locations. In order to 
evaluate these facilities relative to projected future use, the number of parking spots was 
identified as likely the most limiting attribute among each of the recreational sites (Table 5-15). 
 

Table 5-15. Available parking Gile Flowage recreation locations. 

Location 
 Parking 

Spots 

Gile Park 12 

Gile Dam 0 

Sucker Hole Landing 4 

Town of Pence Landing 2 

County Hwy C Landing 20 

 
Using the number survey dates, parking spots at each location, and the number of parked 
vehicles reported monthly from survey spot counts (Table 5-1), the average capacity used was 
determined for each location and month of survey. The average capacity used was then 
extrapolated based on the Iron County population growth of 3.7% between 2010 and 2020 
(United States Census Bureau 2022) to conservatively determine the projected parking capacity 
use over the next 10 years (Table 5-16). 
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Table 5-16. Average parking capacity (%) used in 2022 and projected capacity (%) used. 

Month 

Gile Park 

Gile Dam 

Canoe Portage 

Sucker Hole 

Landing 

Town of Pence 

Landing 

County Hwy 

C Landing 

% 
Cap. 

Proj. 
Cap. 

% 
% 

Cap. 

Proj. 
Cap. 

% 
% 

Cap. 

Proj. 
Cap. 

% 
% 

Cap. 

Proj. 
Cap. 

% 
% 

Cap. 

Proj. 
Cap. 

% 

January 3.80 3.94 0.00 0.00 2.00 2.07 0.20 0.21 2.80 2.90 

May 3.80 3.94 0.00 0.00 2.00 2.07 0.20 0.21 2.80 2.90 
June 4.00 4.15 0.50 0.52 0.25 0.26 1.25 1.30 8.25 8.56 
July 7.80 8.09 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.41 1.60 1.66 4.80 4.98 
August 5.50 5.70 0.25 0.26 0.25 0.26 2.00 2.07 6.25 6.48 

September 4.80 4.98 0.20 0.21 0.60 0.62 0.60 0.62 2.00 2.07 

October 3.00 3.11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.52 0.25 0.26 

 
The average used percent parking capacity in 2022 suggests that the Gile Flowage recreational 
resource locations are sufficient to meet the current use. Further, the projected use indicates that 
these same recreational resources are likely to remain sufficient in the foreseeable future.  
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

Overall, the five Gile Flowage recreational locations were considered in good condition during 
the 2022 survey. The resources inventory identified few amenities that required maintenance and 
all involved directional signage at Gile Park, Gile Dam, Sucker Hole landing. Gile Flowage 
recreational resources received low to moderate use during the 2022 survey events. Based on 
spot counts and user interviews the resources are not overused and overcrowding is of minimal 
concern. Projected use based on population growth for Iron County suggests that use will remain 
below capacity in the foreseeable future. Lastly, based on interview respondents, assessment of 
low water impacts on recreational experiences was no problem or only a small problem with 
regard to their current recreational experience. 
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Appendix 1 
Field Forms 



Location: Date:

Owned By:

Feet NGVD
Condition:

Standard: N
Barrier-Free: R
Trailer: M
Other: G

Number:

Regulations Signs

Mimimum Reservoir Elevation Needed to Operate Amenities

Additional Comments:
Describe any signs of overuse, erosion, or anything observed that is not already documented above.

Total Spaces:

Directional

Comments: Provide Details on which signs need attention.

N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G

Interpretive N       R       M       G

Number of Spaces (each type): Notes:

FERC Project Sign

Condition:
N       R       M       G

Signage:

Parking

Type of Amenity: Quanitity of Amenities:

Condition of Amenity:
-Not Usable (N)

-Needs Repair (R)

-Needs Maintenance (M)

Notes:

N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G

Trash Receptacles

Fishing Pier
Picnic Tables
Restroom

Trail

GPS Location:

Other

N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G
N       R       M       G

Skid Pier
Boat Launch Lanes:                     Launches: N       R       M       G

Shoreline Photo Numbers:

-Good Working Condition (G)

Barrier 
Free?        
(Y or N)

Amenity Photo Numbers:

Entryway Photo Number:

Recreation Inventory and Condition Assessment

Gile Flowage Storage Project P-15055-000

Survey Person:

Operated / Managed By:
Hours / Seasons of Operation:



Date: Time:

Temperature: Weather: Note: Please list primary activity by placing a "P" in the 
box.  Use and "S" for secondary activities.

Additional Comments:
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Recreation Observation Form

Gile Flowage Storage Project P-15055-000
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Survey Person:

Reservoir Elevation:
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Any amenities not usable due to low/high reservoir elevations?

Island Number____

Sucker Hole Landing
Town of Pence Landing

Gile Park
County C Landing
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Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project - FERC No. 15055 

Montreal River - Iron County, Wisconsin  

Recreation Site Survey Questionnaire 

ON‐SITE/IN‐PERSON RECREATION INTERVIEW 

 

Northern States Power Company – Wisconsin (NSPW or Applicant), d/b/a Xcel Energy, is in the process of 

applying for an original license from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to operate and maintain 

the existing Gile Flowage Storage Project (Gile Flowage or Project). The Project is owned, operated, and 

maintained by NSPW. The purpose of the Project is to provide water for downstream power generation at 

NSPW’s Saxon Falls (FERC No. 2610) and Superior Falls (FERC No. 2587) hydroelectric projects. To obtain a 

license for the Gile Flowage, NSPW must submit a final license application to FERC no later than August 18, 

2023. As part of the licensing process, NSPW is conducting several environmental studies which will enable 

FERC to prepare an environmental report. The purpose of this survey is to collect information about recreational 

use and visitors’ experiences at public recreation facilities around the Gile Flowage. 

 

Interview Location  Total Number in Group:    

☐  Gile Park  Home Zip Code:    

☐  Town of Pence Landing  Interviewer:    

☐  Sucker Hole Landing  Date:    

☐  County Highway C Landing  Time:    

☐  Island 

 

 

RECREATION INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

 

1. Regarding the Gile Flowage area, do you consider yourself: (Please select only one) 

☐   Regular visitor (3 or more times per year) 

☐   Occasional visitor (1-2 times per year) 

☐   Infrequent visitor (Less than 1 time per year) 

☐   This is my first visit 

 

2. When did you arrive on this trip to the Gile Flowage area? 

Arrive Date:       
 

Arrive Time:      am/pm 

 

3. When do you expect to leave the Gile Flowage area? 

Departure Date:      
 

Departure Time:    am/pm 

 

4. About how many miles did you travel to get to the Gile Flowage area? 
 

________  miles 
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Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project - FERC No. 15055 

Montreal River - Iron County, Wisconsin  

Recreation Site Survey Questionnaire 

5. During the last 12 months (including this trip), which month(s) did you visit the Gile Flowage area?  

(Check all that apply) 

Jan ☐   Feb ☐   Mar ☐   Apr ☐   May ☐   Jun ☐   Jul ☐   Aug ☐  Sep ☐   Oct ☐   Nov ☐   Dec ☐ 

 

6. Which of the following recreation areas did you visit for recreation during the past 12 months? 

(Check all that apply) 

 

☐ Gile Park ☐   Reservoir Island (identify island location on map) 

☐ Town of Pence Landing  ☐   Other (please list below) 

☐ Sucker Hole Landing ☐   None of the above 

☐ County Highway C Landing                

 

7. Are you staying overnight in the Gile Flowage area (not including your own home) on this trip? 

☐ Yes            ☐   No 

 

8. If you answered yes to 7, at what type of accommodations will you be staying?   

(Please select only one) 

 

☐ RV/Auto/Tent Campground  

☐ Motel/Hotel  ☐   Other (please list below) 

☐ Bed and Breakfast          

☐ Vacation or Rental Home                

 

9. Which of the following best describes your group during this trip? 

(Please select only one) 

 

 ☐   Individual 

☐   Adult group (over 21) 

☐   Youth group (under 21) 

☐   Family (with children) 

☐   Mixed Group (various groups and ages) 

 

 10.  On this trip to the Gile Flowage area, what activities have you or do you expect to participate in? 

 (Please select all that apply) 

 

1. ☐   Bank fishing 5. ☐   Picnicking 9. ☐   Rafting/Tubing 

2. ☐   Boat fishing 1. ☐   Swimming 10. ☐   Wildlife viewing 

3. ☐   Pleasure boating 7. ☐   Sight-seeing 11. ☐   Other (please describe below) 

4. ☐   Personal watercraft 8. ☐   Hunting  
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Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project - FERC No. 15055 

Montreal River - Iron County, Wisconsin  

Recreation Site Survey Questionnaire 

On any trip to the Gile Flowage in the last year, which of the following activities have you participated?  

(Please select all that apply) 
 

5. ☐   Bank fishing 6. ☐   Picnicking 12. ☐   Rafting/Tubing 

6. ☐   Boat fishing 2. ☐   Swimming 13. ☐   Wildlife viewing 

7. ☐   Pleasure boating 9. ☐   Sight-seeing 14. ☐   Other (please describe below) 

8. ☐   Personal watercraft 10. ☐   Hunting  

9.  11.   

 

11. Of the activities you selected in 10 above, what is the primary activity you participated in or expect to 

participate in on this visit?  (Please write answer below) 

 

Primary activity         

 

12. For the primary activity you participated in, please rate the following categories: 

 

Category 
Totally 

Acceptable 
Acceptable Neutral Unacceptable 

Totally 
Unacceptable 

Safety 5 4 3 2 1 

Enjoyment 5 4 3 2 1 

Crowding 5 4 3 2 1 

Overall Experience 5 4 3 2 1 

Amenity Condition 5 4 3 2 1 

  

 If you rated one of the categories above as “unacceptable” or “totally unacceptable”, please indicate 

what could be done to improve the category to “acceptable.” (Please write answer below) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Please rate all Gile Flowage area recreational activities you participated in today or in the past.  

 

Rating scale is the same as used in 12 above: 

5 - Totally Acceptable 

4 - Acceptable 

3 - Neutral 

2 - Unacceptable 

1 - Totally Unacceptable 
 

Recreation 

Activity 
Gile Park 

Town of 

Pence 

Landing 

Sucker Hole 

Landing 

Highway C 

Landing 

Reservoir 

Islands 

Bank fishing      

Boat fishing      

Pleasure boating      
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Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project - FERC No. 15055 

Montreal River - Iron County, Wisconsin  

Recreation Site Survey Questionnaire 

Personal 

watercraft 
    

 

Picnicking      

Swimming      

Sight-seeing      

Hunting       

Rafting/Tubing      

Wildlife viewing      

Other      

 

 

14. Please indicate if low water levels were a problem for any of the following activities at the 

recreation area(s) you are visiting today:  

 

Circle one number for each: 

Ability to:  
No 

Problem 
Small 

Problem 
Neutral 

Moderate 
Problem 

Large 
Problem 

No Opinion 
or N/A 

Swim safely 5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Launch/take out boat 5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Boat safely 5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Use docks  5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Shoreline fish  5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Access shoreline 5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Shoreline scenic quality  5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

Other (specify below) 5 4 3 2 1 ☐ 

 

Other:           

 
15. Please share any additional thoughts or comments you have regarding recreation on the Gile Flowage:  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for completing the Recreation Survey! 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 
 

1.  Gile Park - Entrance 2.  Gile Park – Playground (1) 

3.  Gile Park – Playground (2) 4.  Gile Park – Picnic area 

5.  Gile Park - Shoreline 6.  Gile Park - Signage 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

7.  Gile Park – Trail signage (1) 

9.  Gile Park – Beach signage 10.  Gile Park – Trash signage 

11.  Gile Park – Pavilion, Park Bench, 
and Grill 

8.  Gile Park – Trail signage (2) 

12.  Gile Park – Pavilion, picnic tables 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

13.  Gile Park – Charcoal grill 14.  Gile Park – Trash receptable and 
signage 

15.  Gile Park – Pavilion and paved path 16.  Gile Park – Boat Launch & Skid Pier (1) 

17.  Gile Park – Boat Launch & Skid Pier (2) 

 

18.  Gile Park – Skid Pier (1) 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

19.  Gile Park – Skid Pier (2) 20.  Gile Park – Restrooms (1) 

21.  Gile Park – Restrooms (2) 22.  Gile Park – Restrooms (3) 

23.  Gile Park – Water Fountain 

 

24.  Gile Park – Parking Lot 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

25.  Gile Park – Entrance (1) 26.  Gile Park – Handicap Parking 

27.  Gile Park – Boat Trailer Parking 28.  Gile Park – Park Bench 

29.  Gile Park – Shoreline 

 

30.  Gile Park – Entrance (2) 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

31.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – East side 
of Intake 

32.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – West 
side of Discharge 

33. Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Left 
Descending bank of Tailrace (1)  

34.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Left 
Descending bank of Tailrace (2) 

35.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – West side of 
intake (1) 

 

36.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – West side 
of intake (2) 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

37.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Riprap 
shoreline of flowage, west of dam 

38.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Intake 
signage 

39.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Water 
elevation at intake 

40.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Walkway 
over dam 

41.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Tailrace and 
right descending bank, canoe portage 

42.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – East 
side of dam, riprap shoreline of 
flowage 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

43.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Shoreline 
of flowage, facing west toward dam 

44.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – 
Downstream side of dam, facing west 

45.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Gate and 
signage 

46. Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Signage 

47.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Boulders 
barricading downstream side of dam 

48.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Dike 
walkway facing east 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

49.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Entrance 
to dike walkway 

50.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Street 
parking, facing Gile Park 

51.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Riprap 
and beach, facing west 

52.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Riprap and beach, 
facing east 

53.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Canoe 
Portage 

54.  Gile Dam Canoe Portage – Riprap 
shoreline of flowage, facing east 



Appendix 2 – Recreation Inventory Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

55.  Sucker Hole Landing – Signage 56.  Sucker Hole Landing – Parking (1) 

57.  Sucker Hole Landing – Shoreline 
facing NE 

58.  Sucker Hole Landing – Boat ramp 

59.  Sucker Hole Landing – Shoreline facing 
SW 

60.  Sucker Hole Landing – Parking (2) 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

 

61.  Sucker Hole Landing – Human activity (1) 62.  Sucker Hole Landing – Entrance 

63.  Sucker Hole Landing – Parking (3) 64.  Sucker Hole Landing – Human activity (2) 

 

65.  Sucker Hole Landing – Erosion near 
boat landing 

 

66.  Sucker Hole Landing – Woody debris 
on boat landing 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

67.  Town of Pence Landing – Signage (1) 68.  Town of Pence Landing – Signage (2) 

69.  Town of Pence Landing – Signage (3) 70.  Town of Pence Landing – Signage (4) 

 

71.  Town of Pence Landing – Parking on 
Spring Camp Road, facing North 

 

72.  Town of Pence Landing – Parking 
on Spring Camp Road, facing South 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

73.  Town of Pence Landing – Boat landing 74.  Town of Pence Landing – Human activity 

75.  Town of Pence Landing – Shoreline, 
facing North 

76.  Town of Pence Landing – Facing flowage from 
boat landing 

 

77.  County Hwy. C Landing – Signage 

 

78.  County Hwy. C Landing – Left Boat 
Landing 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

79.  County Hwy. C Landing – Parking Lot and 
Entrance Signage 80.  County Hwy. C Landing – Entrance and Parking 

81.  County Hwy. C Landing – Shoreline (1) 82.  County Hwy. C Landing – Parking Lot (1) 

 

83.  County Hwy. C Landing – Shoreline (2) 

 

84.  County Hwy. C Landing – Shoreline and 
Parking 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

85.  County Hwy. C Landing – Parking Lot (2) 86.  County Hwy. C Landing – Parking Lot (3) 

87.  County Hwy. C Landing – Left and 
Right Boat Landings 

88.  County Hwy. C Landing – Entrance Signage (1) 

 

89.  County Hwy. C Landing –Entrance 
Signage (2) 

 

90.  County Hwy. C Landing – Parking 
Lot (4) 



Appendix 3 
Recreation Inventory and Assessment Raw Datasheets 













Appendix 4 
Spot Count Raw Datasheets 

































































Appendix 5 
Recreation User Interview Raw Datasheets 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 6 – Island Survey Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

  

1.  Island #1 2.  Island #2 

3.  Island #2 – Duck blind 4.  Island #2 

5.  Island #2 6.  Island #2 



Appendix 6 – Island Survey Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

 

  

  

7.  Island #3 

9.  Island #3 10.  Island #3 

11.  Island #4 

8.  Island #3 

12.  Island #4 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

13.  Island #4 14.  Island #4 

15.  Island #4 16.  Island #4 – Human activity 

 

17.  Island #5 

 

18.  Island #5 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

19.  Island #5 – Bank erosion 20.  Island #5 – Human activity 

21.  Island #5 – Human activity 22.  Island #5 

 

23.  Island #5 

 

24.  Island #5 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

25.  Island #5 – Human activity 26.  Island #5 – Human activity 

27.  Island #5 – Human activity 28.  Island #5 – Human activity 

 

29.  Island #5 – Human activity 

 

30.  Island # 6 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

31.  Island #6 – Beaver dam 32.  Island #6 

33. Island #6 – Human activity 34.  Island #6 – Human Activity 

 

35.  Island #6 – Human activity 

 

36.  Island #7 



Appendix 6 – Island Survey Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

37.  Island #7 38.  Island #7 – Shore erosion 

39.  Island #8 40.  Island #8 – Bank erosion 

 

41.  Island #9 

 

42.  Island #9 - Bank erosion 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

43.  Island #9 44.  Island #9 

45.  Island #9 46. Island #9 

 

47.  Island #10 

 

48.  Island #10 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

49.  Island #11 50.  Island #11 

51.  Island #11 52.  Island #11 

 

53.  Island #12 

 

54.  Island #12 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

55.  Island #13 56.  Island #13 

57.  Island #13 58.  Island #13 – Human activity 

 

59.  Island #13 – Human activity 

 

60.  Island #13 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

61.  Island #13 – Bank erosion 62.  Island #13 – Human activity 

63.  Island #14 64.  Island #14 

 

65.  Island #14 

 

66.  Island #14 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

67.  Island #15 68.  Island #15 

69.  Island #15 70.  Island #15 

 

71.  Island #15 

 

72.  Island #15 



Appendix 6 – Island Survey Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

73.  Island #16 74.  Island #16 

75.  Island #16 76.  Island #16 

 

77.  Island #17 

 

78.  Island #17 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

79.  Island #18 80.  Island #18 

81.  Island #18 82.  Island #18 – Human activity 

 

83.  Island #19 

 

84.  Island #19 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

85.  Island #19 86.  Island #19 

87.  Island #20 88.  Island #20 

 

89.  Island #20 

 

90.  Island #20 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

91. Island #20 – Human activity 92. Island #20 – Human activity 

93. Island #20 – Human activity 94. Island #20 – Human activity 

 

95. Island #20 – Human activity 

 

96. Island #20 – Bank erosion 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

97. Island #20 – Human activity 98. Island #20 – Human activity 

99. Island #21 100. Island #21 

 

101. Island #21 

 

102. Island #21 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

103. Island #21 – Human activity 104. Island #21 – Human activity 

105. Island #21 – Human activity 106. Island #21 – Human activity 

 

107. Island #22 

 

108. Island #22 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

109. Island #23 110. Island #23 – Human activity 

111. Island #23 – Human activity 112. Island #23 – Human activity 

 

113. Island #23 – Human activity 

 

114. Island #23 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

115. Island #24 116. Island #24 

117. Island #25 118. Island #25 

 

119. Island #25 – Human activity 

 

120. Island #25 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

121. Island #26 122. Island #26 

123. Island #26 124. Island #26 – Human activity 

 

125. Island #26 – Human activity 126. Island #26 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

127. Island #27 128. Island #27 

129. Island #27 – Human activity 130. Island #27 – Human activity 

 

131. Island #28 

 

132. Island #28 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

133. Island #28 – Human activity 134. Island #28 – Human activity 

135. Island #29 136. Island #29 

 

137. Island #29 

 

138. Island #29 



Appendix 6 – Island Survey Photolog 
 

Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

139. Island #30 140. Island #30 

141. Island #31 142. Island #31 

 

143. Island #32 

 

144. Island #32 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

145. Island #32 146. Island #32 

147. Island #33 148. Island #33 – Human activity 

 

149. Island #34 

 

150. Island #34 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

 

151. Island #35 152. Island #35 

153. Island #35 154. Island #35 – Bank erosion 

 

155. Island #35 – Human activity 

 

156. Island #35 – Human activity 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

157. Island #36 158. Island #36 

159. Island #36 – Human activity 160. Island #36 – Human activity 

 

161. Island #36 

 

162. Island #36 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

163. Island #37 164. Island #37 

165. Island #37 166. Island #37 

 

167. Island #37 

 

168. Island #37 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

169. Island #38 170. Island #38 

171. Island #39 172. Island #39 

 

173. Island #39 

 

174. Island #39 – Human activity 
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175. Island #40 176. Island #40 

177. Island #41 178. Island #41 

 

179. Island #42 

 

180. Island #42 
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Gile Flowage Storage Project 
(FERC Project No. 15055) 

  

  

181. Island #42 182. Island #42 

183. Island #43 184. Island #43 
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Island Survey Spot Count Raw Datasheets 
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Appendix 8 
Island Survey Recreation User Interview Raw 

Datasheet 










